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Environment Act amended
557 amendment

Fire Department Two Platoon Act repealed
558 Chapter 170 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Fire Department

Two Platoon Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 558.

Forests Act amended
559 amendments

Halifax Regional Municipality Act repealed
560 Chapter 3 of the Acts of 1995, the Halifax Regional Municipality

Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 560.

Heritage Property Act amended
561 amendments

Industrial Commissions Act repealed
562 Chapter 221 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Industrial Commis-

sions Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 562.

Industrial Estates Limited Act amended
563 amendment

Land Holdings Disclosure Act amended
564 amendment

Municipal Act repealed
565 Chapter 295 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Municipal Act, is

repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 565.

Municipal Affairs Act repealed
566 Chapter 296 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Municipal Affairs

Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 566.

Municipal Boundaries & Representation Act repealed
567 Chapter 298 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Municipal Bounda-

ries and Representation Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 567.

Municipal Elections Act amended
568 amendments
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Municipal Finance Corporation Act amended
569 amendments

Nova Scotia Power Privatization Act amended
570 amendments

Planning Act repealed
571 Chapter 346 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Planning Act, is

repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 571.

Police Act amended
572 amendment

Public Highways Act amended
573 amendment

Queens Regional Municipality Act repealed
574 Chapter 9 of the Acts of 1995, the Queens Regional Municipality

Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 574.

Regional Municipalities Act repealed
575 Chapter 16 of the Acts of 1995-96, the Regional Municipalities

Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 575.

Regional Transit Authority Act repealed
576 Chapter 389 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Regional Transit

Authority Act, is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 576.

Rio Algom Limited Municipal Taxation Act repealed
577 Chapter 9 of the Acts of 1992, the Rio Algom Limited Municipal

Taxation Act, is repealed.  2000, c. 9, s. 60.

Rural Fire District Act amended
578 amendments

Shopping Centre Development Act amended
579 amendment

Stray Animals Act repealed
580 Chapter 448 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Stray Animals Act,

is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 580.
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Towns Act repealed
581 Chapter 472 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Towns Act, is

repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 581.

Utility and Review Board Act amended
582 amendments

Village Service Act repealed
583 Chapter 493 of the Revised Statutes, 1989, the Village Service Act,

is repealed.  1998, c. 18, s. 583.

Effective dates
584 (1) This Act, except subsections 134(2) and (3) and Section 199,

has effect on and after April 1, 1999.

(2) Subsections 134(2) and (3) have effect on and after April 1,
2003.

(3) Section 199 has effect on and after April 1, 2000.  1998, c. 18,
s. 584.

SCHEDULE A

FORM A

WARRANT

TO: Any police officer, civil constable, by-law enforcement officer or other municipal
employee

(taxpayer)     is indebted to the     (Municipality)     for     (amount)     taxes and interest.

You are required forthwith to distrain the goods and chattels of     (taxpayer)     for that
amount and for the expenses of collection, and if need be to remove them to some place of
safekeeping.

If the property distrained is not redeemed by payment of that amount, with the
expenses of collection, and any additional charges and expenses, you shall sell the goods and
chattels distrained upon to satisfy the amount due.

Given under my hand and the municipal seal
this          day of                    , 19     .

Treasurer
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FORM B

RETURN

The warrant of distress for taxes hereto annexed was directed to me to be executed,
and I have executed it by

(or I have been unable to find sufficient goods to realize the amount due for taxes, and inter-
est and costs, fees and expenses and that the amount remaining due after the levy and sale
is          )

(or I have been unable to find any goods whereon to levy)

date                              

FORM C

CERTIFICATE OF SALE FOR TAXES

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that on     (date)     ,     (purchaser)     of     (address)     purchased
for the sum of $          the lands and premises described in Schedule “A” hereto annexed,
which were sold for arrears of taxes due to the     (Municipality)     , the same having been
assessed to     (assessed owner)     , and described in a deed recorded in Book          at Page          .

A deed conveying the property to the purchaser or as directed by the purchaser will
be provided upon payment of the prescribed fee at any time after three [six] months from the
date of the sale if the property is not redeemed.

Given under the hand of the treasurer and the seal of the     (Municipality)     this
day of                    , 19     .

Treasurer

FORM D

CERTIFICATE OF DISCHARGE

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the     (Municipality)     has been paid the amount required to
redeem the land described in Schedule “A” hereto annexed, which had been assessed to
(assessed owner)     and was on     (date)     sold for arrears of taxes to     (purchaser)     , and with
respect to which a certificate of sale for taxes was issued and was recorded in Book          at
Page          .

The certificate of sale for taxes is now released.

Given under the hand of the treasurer and the seal of the     (Municipality)     this
day of                    , 19     .

Treasurer
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FORM E

TAX DEED

THIS TAX DEED is made this          day of                    , 19

BETWEEN:

The Municipality of                  ,
hereinafter called the “Grantor”

OF THE ONE PART

- and -

The Purchaser’s Name
hereinafter called the “Grantee”

OF THE OTHER PART

Whereas the Grantor did advertise and sell on     (date)     the land assessed to described
in Schedule “A” hereto annexed for arrears of taxes, interest and expenses.

Now This Indenture Witnesses that in consideration of the sum of One Dollar and
other good and valuable consideration the Grantor hereby conveys to the Grantee all the
lands or interests described in Schedule “A”.

In Witness Whereof, we have set our hands and affixed the seal of the Municipality
the day and year first above written. 

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED ) MUNICIPALITY OF
in the presence of )

)
) per:                              
)          Mayor/ Warden
)
)
) per:                             
)                 Clerk

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA)
COUNTY OF              )

ON THIS          day of                    , A. D., 19     , before me, the subscriber, personally

came and appeared                              , the subscribing witness to the foregoing Indenture, who,

having been by me duly sworn, made oath and said that                              and                              ,

the Mayor/Warden and Clerk of the Grantor herein, signed, sealed and delivered the same in

h       presence.
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__________________________
A Commissioner of the Supreme
    Court of Nova Scotia

Note:  Schedule “A” is to contain a full metes and bounds description of the property being
conveyed, and must also contain a proper back reference to the next earlier deed, and to the
deed to the delinquent taxpayer.

1998, c. 18, Sch. A.

SCHEDULE B

Statements of Provincial Interest
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INTRODUCTION

Nova Scotia’s land and water resources are fundamental to our physical, social and economic
well-being. But they are finite resources and using them in one way can mean the exclusion
of other uses forever. Therefore, it is important that decisions about Nova Scotia’s land and
water be made carefully. Ill-advised land use can have serious consequences for the physical,
economic and social well-being of all Nova Scotians.

These statements of Provincial interest recognize the importance of our land and water
resources. The statements also address issues related to the future growth of our communities.
They are intended to serve as guiding principles to help Provincial Government departments,
municipalities and individuals in making decisions regarding land use. They are supportive of
the principles of sustainable development.

Development undertaken by the Province and municipalities should be reasonably consistent
with the statements.

As the statements are general in nature, they provide guidance rather than rigid standards.
They reflect the diversity found in the Province and do not take into account all local situa-
tions. They must be applied with common sense. Thoughtful, innovative and creative appli-
cation is encouraged.

DEFINITIONS

These definitions apply to the Statements of Provincial Interest.

Agricultural Land means active farmland and land with agricultural potential as defined by
the Canada Land Inventory as Class 2, 3 and Class 4 land in active agricultural areas, special-
ity crop lands and dykelands suitable for commercial agricultural operations as identified by
the Department of Agriculture.

Floodplain means the low lying area adjoining a watercourse.

Floodproofed means a measure or combination of structural and non-structural measures
incorporated into the design of a structure which reduces or eliminates the risk of flood dam-
age, usually to a defined elevation.

Floodway means the inner portion of a flood risk area where the risk of flooding is greatest,
on average once in twenty years, and where flood depths and velocities are greatest.

Floodway Fringe means the outer portion of a flood risk area, between the floodway and the
outer boundary of the flood risk area, where the risk of flooding is lower, on average once in
one hundred years, and floodwaters are shallower and slower flowing.

Groundwater Recharge Area means the area of land from which water flows to supply a
well.

Hazardous Materials means dangerous goods, waste dangerous goods and pesticides as
defined in the Environment Act  C.1,  S.N.S. 1994-95.

Municipal Water Supply Watershed means an area encompassing a surface watershed or
recharge area, or a portion of it, serving as a water supply area for a municipal water system.
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Off-site Fill means fill that has been imported from outside the floodplain or fill which is
transported from the Floodway Fringe to the Floodway.

Planning Documents means a municipal planning strategy, land-use by-law, development
agreement and subdivision by-law.

STATEMENT OF PROVINCIAL INTEREST
REGARDING DRINKING WATER

GOAL

To protect the quality of drinking water within municipal water supply watersheds.

BASIS

A safe supply of drinking water is a basic requirement for all Nova Scotians.

Inappropriate development in municipal water supply watersheds may threaten the quality of
drinking water.

Some water supply watersheds are located outside the municipality using the water. The
municipality depending on the water therefore has no direct means of protecting its supply.

APPLICATION

This statement applies to all municipal water supply watersheds in the Province including
surface watersheds and groundwater recharge areas.

PROVISIONS

1. Planning documents must identify all municipal water supply watersheds within the
planning area.

2. Planning documents must address the protection of drinking water in municipal water
supply watersheds. Measures that should be considered include

(a) restricting permitted uses to those that do not pose a threat to drinking water
quality;

(b) balancing the expansion of existing uses against the risks posed to drinking
water quality;

(c) limiting the number of lots. Too many lots may result in development which
cumulatively affects drinking water quality. The minimum size of lots and
density of development should be balanced against the risks posed to the
quality of drinking water;

(d) setting out separation distances between new development and watercourses
to provide protection from run-off;

(e) establishing measures to reduce erosion, sedimentation, run-off and vegeta-
tion removal associated with development.
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3. Existing land use and the location, size and soil conditions of a municipal water sup-
ply watershed will determine the land-use controls that should be applied. Large sur-
face watersheds, for example, may be able to sustain more development than a small
groundwater recharge area.

It is recognized that in some situations the long-term protection of the drinking water
supply may be impractical. In these cases planning documents must address the rea-
sons why the water supply cannot be protected. Municipalities in this situation should
consider locating an alternate source of drinking water where long-term protective
measures can be applied.

4. The Province supports the preparation of watershed management strategies for all
municipal water supply watersheds. These strategies should be prepared by the con-
cerned municipalities and the municipal water utility, in consultation with all affected
parties, including landowners.

STATEMENT OF PROVINCIAL INTEREST
REGARDING FLOOD RISK AREAS

GOAL

To protect public safety and property and to reduce the requirement for flood control works
and flood damage restoration in floodplains.

BASIS

Floodplains are nature’s storage area for flood waters [floodwaters].

New development in a floodplain can increase flood levels and flows thereby increasing the
threat to existing upstream and downstream development.

Five floodplains have been identified as Flood Risk Areas under the Canada-Nova Scotia
Flood Damage Reduction Program.

APPLICATION

This statement applies to all Flood Risk Areas that are designated under the Canada-Nova
Scotia Flood Damage Reduction Program. These are

(1) East River, Pictou County,

(2) Little Sackville River, Halifax County,

(3) Sackville River, Halifax County,

(4) Salmon and North Rivers, Colchester County, and

(5) West and Rights Rivers and Brierly Brook, Antigonish County.

There are other areas in the Province that are subject to flooding which have not been mapped
under the Canada-Nova Scotia Flood Damage Reduction Program. In these areas, the limits
of potential flooding have not been scientifically determined. However, where local knowl-
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edge or information concerning these floodplains is available, planning documents should
reflect this information and this statement.

PROVISIONS

1. Planning documents must identify Flood Risk Areas consistent with the Canada-
Nova Scotia Flood Damage Reduction Program mapping and any locally known
floodplain.

2. For Flood Risk Areas that have been mapped under the Canada-Nova Scotia Flood
Damage Reduction Program planning documents must be reasonably consistent with
the following:
(a) within the Floodway,

(i) development must be restricted to uses such as roads, open space
uses, utility and service corridors, parking lots and temporary uses,
and

(ii) the placement of off-site fill must be prohibited;

(b) within the Floodway Fringe,
(i) development, provided it is floodproofed, may be permitted, except

for

(1) residential institutions such as hospitals, senior citizen
homes, homes for special care and similar facilities where
flooding could pose a significant threat to the safety of resi-
dents if evacuation became necessary, and

(2) any use associated with the warehousing or the production of
hazardous materials,

(ii) the placement of off-site fill must be limited to that required for
floodproofing or flood risk management.

3. Expansion of existing uses must be balanced against risks to human safety, property
and increased upstream and downstream flooding. Any expansion in the Floodway
must not increase the area of the structure at or below the required floodproof eleva-
tion.

4. For known floodplains that have not been mapped under the Canada-Nova Scotia
Flood Damage Reduction Program, planning documents should be, at a minimum,
reasonably consistent with the provisions applicable to the Floodway Fringe.

5. Development contrary to this statement may be permitted provided a hydrotechnical
study, carried out by a qualified person, shows that the proposed development will
not contribute to upstream or downstream flooding or result in a change to flood
water [floodwater] flow patterns.

STATEMENT OF PROVINCIAL INTEREST
REGARDING AGRICULTURAL LAND

GOAL

To protect agricultural land for the development of a viable and sustainable agriculture and
food industry.
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BASIS

The preservation of agricultural land is important to the future of Nova Scotians.

Agricultural land is being lost to non-agricultural development.

There are land-use conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land uses.

APPLICATION

This statement applies to all active agricultural land and land with agricultural potential in the
Province.

PROVISIONS

1. Planning documents must identify agricultural lands within the planning area.

2. Planning documents must address the protection of agricultural land. Measures that
should be considered include:

(a) giving priority to uses such as agricultural, agricultural related and uses
which do not eliminate the possibility of using the land for agricultural pur-
poses in the future. Non-agricultural uses should be balanced against the need
to preserve agricultural land;

(b) limiting the number of lots. Too many lots may encourage non-agricultural
development. The minimum size of lots and density of development should
be balanced against the need to preserve agricultural land;

(c) setting out separation distances between agricultural and new non-agricul-
tural development to reduce land-use conflicts;

(d) measures to reduce topsoil removal on lands with the highest agricultural
value.

3. Existing land-use patterns, economic conditions and the location and size of agricul-
tural holdings means not all areas can be protected for food production, e.g., when
agricultural land is located within an urban area. In these cases, planning documents
must address the reasons why agriculture lands cannot be protected for agricultural
use. Where possible, non-agricultural development should be directed to the lands
with the lowest agricultural value.

STATEMENT OF PROVINCIAL INTEREST
REGARDING INFRASTRUCTURE

GOAL

To make efficient use of municipal water supply and municipal wastewater disposal systems.
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BASIS

All levels of government have made significant investment in providing municipal water sup-
ply and municipal wastewater disposal infrastructure systems.

Unplanned and uncoordinated development increases the demand for costly conventional
infrastructure. 

APPLICATION

All communities of the Province.

PROVISIONS

1. Planning documents must promote the efficient use of existing infrastructure and
reduce the need for new municipal infrastructure. Measures that should be considered
include:

(a) encouraging maximum use of existing infrastructure by enabling infill devel-
opment on vacant land and higher density development;

(b) discouraging development from leapfrogging over areas served by municipal
infrastructure to unserviced areas;

(c) directing community growth that will require the extension of infrastructure
to areas where serving costs will be minimized. The use of practical alterna-
tives to conventional wastewater disposal systems should be considered;

(d) identifying known environmental and health problems related to inadequate
infrastructure and setting out short and long-term policies to address the
problems including how they will be financed.

2. Where on-site disposal systems are experiencing problems, alternatives to the provi-
sion of conventional wastewater disposal systems should be considered. These
include the replacement or repair of malfunctioning on-site systems, the use of clus-
ter systems and establishing wastewater management districts.

3. Installing municipal water systems without municipal wastewater disposal systems
should be discouraged.

4. Intermunicipal solutions to address problems and provide infrastructure should be
considered.

STATEMENT OF PROVINCIAL INTEREST
REGARDING HOUSING

GOAL

To provide housing opportunities to meet the needs of all Nova Scotians.
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BASIS

Adequate shelter is a fundamental requirement for all Nova Scotians.

A wide range of housing types is necessary to meet the needs of Nova Scotians.

APPLICATION

All communities of the Province.

PROVISIONS

1. Planning documents must include housing policies addressing affordable housing,
special-needs housing and rental accommodation. This includes assessing the need
and supply of these housing types and developing solutions appropriate to the plan-
ning area. The definition of the terms affordable housing, special-needs housing and
rental housing is left to the individual municipality to define in the context of its indi-
vidual situation.

2. Depending upon the community and the housing supply and need, the measures that
should be considered in planning documents include: enabling higher densities,
smaller lot sizes and reduced yard requirements that encourage a range of housing
types.

3. There are different types of group homes. Some are essentially single detached
homes and planning documents must treat these homes consistent with their residen-
tial nature. Other group homes providing specialized services may require more spe-
cific locational criteria.

4. Municipal planning documents must provide for manufactured housing.

IMPLEMENTATION

1. These statements of provincial interest are issued under the Municipal Government
Act. The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, in cooperation with other pro-
vincial departments, is responsible for their interpretation.

2. Provincial Government departments must carry out their activities in a way that is
reasonably consistent with these statements.

3. New municipal planning documents as well as amendments made after these state-
ments come into effect must be reasonably consistent with them.

4. Councils are encouraged to amend existing planning documents to be reasonably
consistent with the statements. Where appropriate, the preparation of intermunicipal
planning strategies is encouraged.
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5. Reasonably consistent is defined as taking reasonable steps to apply applicable state-
ments to a local situation. Not all statements will apply equally to all situations. In
some cases, it will be impractical because of physical conditions, existing develop-
ment, economic factors or other reasons to fully apply a statement. It is also recog-
nized that complete information is not always available to decision makers. These
factors mean that common sense will dictate the application of the statements.
Thoughtful innovation and creativity in their application is encouraged.

6. Conflicts among the statements must be considered and resolved in the context of the
planning area and the needs of its citizens.

7. The Department of Municipal Affairs and Housing, with other Provincial depart-
ments, may prepare guidelines and other information to help municipalities in imple-
menting the statements. Provincial staff are available for consultation on the
reasonable application of the statements.

1998, c. 18, Sch. B; O.I.C. 2000-483; O.I.C. 2000-485; O.I.C. 2006-121; O.I.C. 2014-71; O.I.C. 2019-150.

__________


